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WILL ROGAN
REMNANT WORLD

February 18-April 5, 2009
Opening Reception: Wednesday. February 18, 2009, 6-8 pm

Small A Projects is pleased to present Remnant World, a solo exhibition of
new work by Will Rogan. This exhibition of photographs, works on paper,
sculpture and video is Rogan’s solo debut in New York and his second solo
exhibition at Small A Projects.

The camera — as the artist’s tool, as a physical object, and as a

metaphor for mortality — is at the heart of these recent works. Aligned
around a tension between absence and presence, Rogan seeks to identify the
vanishing point that haunts the instantaneous present. As in earlier
bodies of work, these pieces address a series of related, but tangential
ideas expressed in different media.

In several works, visual information is obscured, diffused, refracted or
omitted, complicating modes of perception and undermining conventions for
image-making. In Collapse, a video depicts a woman on the back of a moped
driving through the streets of Tokyo holding a mirror so that the
immediate past and the immediate future are visible on one plane. The
video is projected on a sculpture that mirrors the shape of light from the
projector and rests on a piece of rubble from the gallery renovation. In
another, a dangling bulb emits an intense light refracted through a
chaotic cluster of glass prisms; the orb resembles a glowing celestial
body, a sloppy chandelier that is captivating but blinding. And in a small
group of works on paper, magazine pages are manipulated until all
information except an image of a camera is erased or concealed.

Humor, and in particular the humor of everyday idiosyncrasy, is central to
Rogan’s work. The title of the exhibition, Remnant World, is drawn from a
series of small black and white photographs — Other Worlds —that plainly
depict overly specialized but generic stores that assert themselves as
comprehensive outlets for the consumer or connoisseur. These shops
(Smoker’s World, Vacuum World, Popcorn World, etc) offer inelegant
declarations of wholeness and suspect grandiosity. As an index, Remnant
World registers certain limitations: the fragmented nature of perception
and the impossibility of omniscient experience. Literally, it refers to a
black and white image of a place to buy cheap carpets.

Will Rogan lives and works in Albany, CA. He has exhibited at
institutions and galleries internationally including the San Francisco
Museum of Modern Art; the Mori Art Museum, Tokyo; Jack Hanley Gallery, San
Francisco; Misako & Rosen Gallery, Tokyo; and Small A Projects, Portland.
Rogan is also the co-founder and co-editor of The Thing Quarterly, an
object-based quarterly publication.

The gallery is open Wednesday to Sunday from noon-six pm. Please contact
the gallery for further information or visuals.



